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Introduction
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching
and learning of music at The Magdalen Church of England / Methodist School.
This policy was created in 2021 and will be reviewed again in 2022.
Aims
As stated in the National Curriculum (Sept 2013), our aim is to ensure that all pupils:
•

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical
periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of great composers
and musicians
Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own
and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use
technology appropriately
Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated

•

•

Strategies for the teaching and learning of music
Our school follows the Music Express scheme of work and delivery takes place
either in classrooms or in larger spaces when appropriate eg hall or outside. Music is
taught as a discrete lesson, introducing subject-specific vocabulary and skills.
A variety of strategies will be used to develop the teaching and learning of music
throughout the school.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Practical use of both tuned and untuned instruments
Role-play that includes music
Music performances from groups in and out of school
Independent/group/class research and composition work
Use of internet and ICT resources
Opportunities to listen to a range of music through use of television, film,
radio and video clips
Inclusion of music and singing in whole school worship
Annual participation in The Spilsby Music Festival
Extra-curricular music groups eg choir

Assessment
Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers
will assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe
them during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the
work and gives oral or written feedback as necessary to inform future progress.
Teachers complete the Foundation Subject Excell sheet on G-Drive to record each
child’s progress towards the expected standard. The subject leader discusses pupil
progress with class teachers at the end of each term.

Inclusion
We will ensure that all children are given the opportunity to gain musical knowledge
and understanding, regardless of gender, race, physical or intellectual ability. We
acknowledge that:
•
•
•

•

Pupils with specific physical needs may need specialised resources and extra
support
Gifted and talented children will need specific challenge
Pupils need time and space to contribute verbally to discussions and respond
to challenging questions
Music clubs are open to all children. We believe that music enriches the lives
of people, and so we wish to involve as many children as possible in musical
activities. We have a school choir which we encourage all children from Y2-6
to join. The choir meets on a weekly basis and, although its primary aim is to
enable children to enjoy singing together, it also performs in public on a
number of occasions throughout the year.

The role of the subject leader
The subject leader will:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Ensure that the Impact, Implementation and Intent statements are adhered to
throughout the school and remain relevant.
Ensure that the curriculum is planned to effectively deliver the National
Curriculum programmes of study
Monitor the teaching and learning of music through analysis of planning,
teaching, pupil interviews and scrutiny of children’s work as well as
discussions with class teachers.
Ensure that resources are organised appropriately and are available to
support colleagues to deliver high quality lessons.
Support individual colleagues, or the staff as a whole, to enhance subject
specific knowledge.
Liaise with the Lincolnshire Music Service (LMS) regarding musical instrument
tuition in school.

Resources
The Governing Body and the Head Teacher are responsible for setting the music
budget. The way that this budget is spent is decided by the subject leader, in
consultation with the Head Teacher.
Both tuned and untuned instruments are stored in the trolley and cupboard in the
hall. Percussion boxes are kept in classrooms, shared between two year groups.
CDs and music resource books are stored in the hall cupboard. LMS instruments are
also stored in the cupboard at the front of the hall.

Health & Safety
All music teaching must be in line with the school’s Health & Safety policy which can
be found on the school’s shared G drive. All musical educational visits must have a
risk assessment completed. Any damaged musical equipment must be reported to
the music subject leader immediately. Instruments, especially recorders, must be
kept clean to prevent transmission of infection.
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the music subject leader and the Senior
Leadership Team.
This policy will be reviewed November 2022.

